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Stocked trout springboard
 Spring brings with it 
a change in the air, and 
where rain begins to pour 
down to bring those May 
flowers out on the land-
scape and fill the banks of 
streams, ponds and lakes 
with a recharge of some-
thing other than snow, so 
too come other additions 
to those waters. Stocked 
trout are placed by state 
fish and wildlife agencies 
this time of year to add to 
the angling variety found 
throughout the upper Mid-
west, and while many rain-
bows, browns and other 
species of trout are added 
simply as a put-and-take 
fishery, these early spring 
fishing options provide a 
springboard into different 
forms of angling, especial-
ly for younger anglers or 
those new to fishing. 

 While walleyes remain 
the region’s most popular 
fish to angle for, and crap-
pies are a massive spring-
time draw as they make 
their spawning moves into 
the shallows, stocked trout 
can fill the time in between.  
With Minnesota’s stream 
trout season just opened, 
and the stocking of trout in 
prairie lakes and reservoirs 
coming up in the Dako-
tas in the next few weeks, 
these options help intro-
duce young or inexperi-
enced anglers to a fish that 
is often aggressive, can be 
caught a variety of ways, 
and provides a fun fight at 
the end of the line. 
 Foremost, stocked trout 
of any stripe or spot are of-
ten hungry right after they 
hit the water, having lived 
in a hatchery for the past 
few months and then be-

ing transported across the 
countryside. Shortly after 
their ejection from the tank-
er truck and a bit of accli-
mation to their new home, 
they’ll take to a chunk of 
nightcrawler speared on a 
hook (where legal, check 
restrictions for each specific 
water), small jigs or spoons 
and spinners. Simply con-
nect a young angler with 
one of these options based 
on skill level and have 
them get casting for these 
introduced fish. No matter 
where a novice might be in 
his or her particular learn-
ing curve, there are many 
ways to catch trout and 
they are all fun.
 On lighter rods, these 
fish help teach fight man-
agement and utilizing four-
pound test can help young 
anglers master a spinning 
combo. This includes tun-
ing the drag based on the 
size of the fish, which may 
vary depending on their 
time of stocking and the 
size class of the trout that 
are placed in the water. A 
16-to-18-inch trout can be 
a fun battle on light tack-
le, and learning how to 
keep the rod tip high and 

the drag set to a level that 
prevents line breakage will 
help new anglers learn 
those tools of the trade that 
will carry over to all types 
of fishing.
 Additionally, for those 
first time fly anglers, 
stocked trout in a small 
seasonal stream, a pit or 
a pond, can help reward 
them for a winter of learn-
ing how to cast and prac-
ticing their new found art 
in a gym or other training 
area. Since these stockers 
take to most flies that are 
in that “half-inch, brown, 
and buggy” category – as 
they often match up with 
the pellets and feed the 
trout were issues in their 
rearing tanks – simple flies 
like pheasant tail nymphs, 
gold-ribbed hare’s ears, 
small woolly buggers and 
woolly worms are enough 
to get the job done and help 
increase the odds of a posi-
tive connection. This in turn 
provides immediate reward 
for those novices’ explora-
tion of a new form of fishing.
 While the white fades 
from the edges of our 
streams and lakes, a splash 
of color is the perfect way 

to kick off spring. Find 
it in the glimmer of the 
pink-and-metallic blue 
of a rainbow trout or the 
gold, black and bronze of a 
brown trout placed in a wa-
ter near you. While you’re 
at it, take along someone 
new to try some of these 
proven tactics or expand 
their horizons on the fly. 
Share what you know, 
and all that stocked trout 
provide, for both the next 
generation of anglers and 
this fun and exciting spring 
happening occurring now 
… in our outdoors.
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Public Notice

Outdoor notes:
*Paddlefish tags now available online from the N.D. 

Game and Fish Dept., (gf.nd.gov).
*New fishing licenses are now required.
*April 24: N.D. Game and Fish Dept. public advisory 

meeting, Harvey City Hall, 7 p.m.
*April 29: Red River Rocky Mtn. Elk Foundation banquet, 

Alerus Center, Grand Forks.
*May 1: Paddlefish snagging season opens. See Game 

and Fish Dept. website for specific regulations.
Fishing:

*Devils Lake elevation, April 18: 1,449.61 feet above mean 
sea level (MSL).

*Stump Lake elevation: 1,449.6 MSL.
*Lake Sakakawea elevation: 1,827.07 MSL; 16,700 cubic 

feet per second average (CFS) Garrison Dam daily releases. 
*N.D. Game & Fish Dept. Dist. game wardens: Deterio-

rating ice conditions on Devils Lake and area lakes but look 
for some potential pike activity on small lakes as shorelines 
open up.

*Devils Lake, Ed’s Bait Shop, Devils Lake: No new re-
ports but watch poor ice and shorelines.

*Devils Lake, Lakeview Lodge, Minnewaukan: Deterio-
rating ice conditions with little activity with those walking 
out finding slow success at best.

*Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, Devils Lake: Open water 
along the bridges on Devils Lake with rapidly deteriorating 
ice conditions, especially with water along the shorelines.

*Foster County area lakes, Dry Dock, Carrington: Little 
activity with deteriorating ice and lack of minnow avail-
ability.

*Jamestown Reservoir, Pioneer Bait & Tackle, Jamestown: 
Area lakes remain slow with deteriorating ice conditions 
although the river is open with some shore-fishing activity. 

*Jamestown Reservoir, Sooper Stop, Jamestown: Little 
activity with deteriorating ice and lack of minnow avail-
ability.

*Lake Ashtabula, Bayshore, Valley City: Not much activ-
ity with runoff just starting to begin into Lake Ashtabula. 

*Lake Sakakawea, Cenex Bait & Tackle, Garrison: Not 
much activity on Lake Sakakawea or Lake Audubon with 
deteriorating ice conditions.

*Lakes Audubon & Sakakawea, Hwy. 83 Lawn & Leisure, 
Garrison: Pike moving into the back bays of Lake Saka-
kawea with some creeks running hard, including Douglas 
Creek, early in the week. Use extreme caution, however, 
with rapidly deteriorating ice and water along shorelines.

*Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon/Missouri River, 
Scott’s Bait and Tackle, Pick City: Increasing activity on the 
Missouri River tailrace but limited success. Minnow avail-
ability remains challenging, at best. Wait for open water 
along Lake Sakakawea with deteriorating ice and increas-
ing lake elevations.

Migration and hunting:
*Snow geese starting to move over much of N.D. Look for 

a quick migration. 
*Turkey: Birds becoming increasingly active 

N.D. rivers (conditions can vary rapidly):
*James River, Kensal: River stage, 6.21 feet.
*Pipestem Creek, Pingree: Creek elevation, 10.76 feet. 
*Red River, Grand Forks: River stage, 24/23 feet.
*Sheyenne River, Kensal: River stage, 6.21 feet.

Numbers to know:
*N.D. Game and Fish Department, main Bismarck office: 

(701) 328-6300, website: (http://gf.nd.gov).
*N.D. Game and Fish Department, Devils Lake office: 

(701) 662-3617.
*N.D. Game & Fish Department, Jamestown office: (701) 

253-6480.
*Report All Poachers: (701) 328-9921.

2022 deer season
summarized

A total of 47,590 North 
Dakota deer hunters took 
approximately 25,093 deer 
during the 2022 deer gun 
hunting season, accord-
ing to a post-season sur-
vey conducted by the state 
Game and Fish Depart-
ment.

Game and Fish made 
available 64,200 deer gun 
licenses last year. Over-
all hunter success was 53 
percent, with each hunter 
spending an average of 4.4 
days in the field.

“The lower success was 
due, in part, to deterio-
rating weather conditions 
during the beginning of the 

season,” said Casey An-
derson, wildlife chief for 
the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department. “We 
were met with high winds 
immediately followed by 
blizzard conditions, pro-
ducing measurable snow 
amounts and below-nor-
mal temperatures for most 
of the season.”

Hunter success for ant-
lered white-tailed deer was 
43 percent, and 40 percent 
for antlerless whitetails.

Mule deer buck success 
was 64 percent, and 70 
percent for antlerless mule 
deer.

Hunters with any ant-
lered or any antlerless li-
censes generally harvest 

white-tailed deer, as these 
licenses are predominantly 
in units with mostly white-
tails. Buck hunters had a 
success rate of 54 percent, 
while doe hunters had a 
success rate of 56 percent.

Game and Fish issued 
10,822 gratis licenses in 
2022, and 8,301 hunters 
harvested 3,578 deer, for a 
success rate of 43 percent.

A total of 1,168 muzzle-
loader licenses were is-
sued, and 1,018 hunters 
harvested 461 white-tailed 
deer (223 antlered, 238 
antlerless). Hunter success 
was 45 percent.

A total of 27,720 archery 
licenses (24,414 resident, 
3,306 nonresident) were 

issued in 2022. In total, 
22,985 bowhunters harvest-
ed 7,780 deer (6,491 white-
tails, 1,289 mule deer), for 
a success rate of 34 percent.

The department is in the 
process of determining rec-
ommendations for licenses 
in 2023. In addition to har-
vest rates and winter aeri-
al surveys, Game and Fish 
staff monitor other popu-
lation indices to determine 
license numbers, including 
depredation reports, hunt-
er observations, input at 
advisory board meetings 
and comments from the 
public, landowners and de-
partment field staff.

The NR-S sixth grade club volleyball team took second place in Minnewaukan 
on Saturday, April 15. Back row: Coach Kayahna Hopfauf, Neecie Swart, Addison 
Bullinger, MacKenzie Allmaras; Middle row: Leah Bullinger, Aubree Kukowski, Ra-
egyn Lange; Front: Isla Jacobson. Photo courtesy of  Kayahna Hopfauf.

NR-S club teams set up for success

The NR-S 16’s club volleyball team took first place in their bracket at the Aces JO tournament in East Grand 
Forks on Saturday, April 15. Back row: Jocee Lawrence, Tillie Swart, Alivia Yri, Ava Bullinger, Logan Cudworth, 
Emmie Belquist, Coach Alaina Yri; Front row: Abigail Nystrom, Bailey Baumbach, Paige Knatterud, Karsyn Wetzel. 
Photo courtesy of  Alaina Yri. 

NEW ROCKFORD CITY
COMMISSION
MINUTES OF

SPECIAL MEETING
April 14, 2023

President Richter called the 
meeting to order 3:00 PM at City 
Hall with Commissioner Hewitt and 
Commissioner McKnight present.

Hewitt made a motion to approve 
the agenda as presented. McKnight 
seconded. All in favor.  Motion car-
ried.

Richter made a motion to ap-
prove the Local Gaming Permit for 
New Rockford Dollars for Scholars 
– raffle. McKnight seconded. All 
were in favor. Motion carried.

Richter made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting at 3:01 PM. 
Meeting adjourned.

Stuart Richter,
President

Becki Schumacher,
Auditor

Published April 24, 2023

by Kyrie Dauenhauer
Last Saturday, April 15, 

was a busy day of club vol-
leyball tournaments for New 
Rockford-Sheyenne athletes. 

The NR-S 16’s team com-
peted in the Aces JO tourna-
ment in East Grand Forks. 
The Rockets played in Pool 
B against the Northside 
Knights and the East Grand 
Forks Aces Pink. The Rock-
ets split with the Knights in 
the first game of pool play, 
then went on to lose to the 
East Grand Forks Aces Pink. 

In tournament play, the 
Rockets beat the Crookston 
Lady Pirates and the East 
Grand Forks Aces Black. 
The Rockets defeated the 
East Grand Forks Aces Pink 
in the championship round 
to take first place in their 
bracket. 

The sixth grade NR-S 
team competed in Min-
newaukan on Saturday. The 
Rockets won against two 
Rugby teams and two Fort 
Totten teams in pool play. In 
the championship game, the 
Rockets lost to a Lake Re-
gion team. 

Congratulations on a 
great weekend of volleyball, 
Rockets!

Transcript 
Publishing

Don’t miss an issue! 
Contact us with your new 

address at (701) 947-2417 or 
email us at

nrtranscript@gmail.com. 
Please allow two weeks for 

processing. 

MOVING?

817 Central Ave
PO Box 752

New Rockford, ND 58356
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