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Outdoor notes:
 *Ice is never completely safe. Avoid areas with vegeta-
tion, moving water, pressure ridges and springs. Check 
conditions as you go along on the ice.
 *Use caution with dogs when hunting around frozen 
wetlands for cuts from ice, breaking through, etc. 
 *Jan. 5: Archery deer, pheasant, turkey, sharp-tailed 
grouse, ruffed grouse and partridge seasons close. 

Fishing: 
 *Devils Lake elevation, Dec. 23: 1,448.88 feet above 
mean sea level (MSL). 
 *Stump Lake elevation: 1,448.8 MSL. 
 *Lake Sakakawea elevation: 1,839.2 MSL; 20,300 cubic 
feet per second average (CFS) Garrison Dam daily releas-
es. 
 *N.D. Game and Fish Dept. Dist. game wardens: No 
reports from Devils Lake. Not much activity on Lake 
Sakakawea. Ice conditions vary greatly, including on 
Lake Audubon so use extreme caution. Best access is with 
ATVs or walk-on throughout east-central area lakes.
 *Devils Lake, Ed’s Bait Shop, Devils Lake: Some perch 
success on the west side of Stump Lake yet and Black Ti-
ger Bay on Devils Lake. Try 35 feet along the bottom in 
Black Tiger. Also try the old roadbed in Black Tiger Bay. 
Some pike success using tip-ups or spearing along Wal-
ford’s Bay and other west side Devils Lake bays. More 
activity on Devils Lake working a variety of depths for 
walleye.
 *Devils Lake, Lakeview Lodge, Minnewaukan: Fair to 
good for walleye with a few perch mixed in.
 *Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, Devils Lake: Fair wall-
eye bite starting on Devils Lake. Try slip bobbers and min-
nows in 20 to 32 feet working basin drop-offs. Look for 
scattered perch success. Move around to locate and stay 
on them because they’re not schooled yet.
 *Foster County area lakes, Dry Dock, Carrington: Some 
activity on area lakes but reports remain limited. 
 *Jamestown Reservoir, Pioneer Bait & Tackle, James-
town: Anglers using wax worms and grubs on area perch 
lakes. Lots of activity through many small area lakes. 
Jamestown Reservoir remains closed for access.
 *Jamestown Reservoir, Sooper Stop, Jamestown: Lots of 
activity throughout many small area lakes. Try minnows. 
Look for a mix of walleye and perch. Jamestown Reser-
voir access remains closed.
 *Lake Ashtabula, Ashtabula Crossing, Luverne: Some 
perch success with a few crappie and 12- to 17-inch wall-
eye mixed in. Try the west side around the crossing. Ice 
depth varies greatly so drill test holes along the way. No 
vehicle access advised. 
 *Lake Ashtabula, Bayshore, Valley City: Anglers access-
ing the lake with ATVs and walking but watch shorelines 
as lake elevations drop throughout winter. Some small 
walleye success. 
 *Lake Sakakawea, Cenex Bait & Tackle, Garrison: East 
end of Lake Audubon producing walleye from 3-Mile Bay 
to the east. Try variety of depths but check ice conditions 
as depths and quality vary. Scattered walleye success on 
Steinke Bay on the east end of Lake Sakakawea but use 
caution, as well. Look for a morning bite. A few dark-
houses out on Steinke Bay but no reports on pike success. 
Douglas Bay producing some pike spearing activity but 
no walleye reports.
 *Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon/Missouri River, 
Scott’s Bait and Tackle, Pick City: Missouri River tailrace 
continues producing walleye from both boats and shore. 
Try jigs from the honey hole and boat ramp or crankbaits 
from the chutes or from shore off the rocks. Best success 
remains at night.
 *Lonetree WMA area lakes, Harvey: Area lakes contin-
ue producing nice walleye success.
 *Pipestem Reservoir, Pioneer Bait & Tackle, Jamestown: 
Lake access remains closed. 
 *Pipestem Reservoir, Sooper Stop, Jamestown: Access 
not permitted yet.

Hunting: 
 *Pheasants: Some hunters trying their late season luck 
around Lonetree WMA but no reports on success. Look 
for birds to be in areas with cover. More birds showing up 
around the east end of Lake Sakakawea. 
 *Predators: Look for fair to good coyote success with 
snow cover. 

Numbers to know: 
 *N.D. Game and Fish Department, main Bismarck of-
fice: (701) 328-6300, website: (http://gf.nd.gov).
 *N.D. Game and Fish Department, Devils Lake office: 
(701) 662-3617.
 *N.D. Game and Fish Department, Jamestown office: 
(701) 253-6480.
 *Report All Poachers: (800) 472-2121 or (701) 328-9921. 

by Nick Simonson
 With paper top hats 
donned and party blowers 
buzzing at this point in the 
season, it’s easy to encapsu-
late life into a year, or as the 
nine rolls over to a zero this 
New Year’s Eve, an entire 
decade. It’s easy to shrug off 
this compartmentalization 
process until a person stops 
and looks back at those indi-
vidual stand-out moments 
that made each stretch of 
time in those bigger blocks 
so memorable. The same is 
true for the outdoors. Big 
fish, first birds, a large set 
of antlers or the quiet obser-
vation of something no one 
else sees in the quiet woods 
or wind-swept prairie stand 
out as signposts that define 
a stretch of time and parallel 
those life events which do 
the same. Taking a moment 
now to review the previous 
year sets up more successful 
outings in the future and al-
lows for the chance to take 
stock of all the options avail-
able to hunters and anglers 
in our region. 

The Spice of Life 
 In a single week this 
spring, I fished with my 
friend Einar, who was vis-
iting from Norway. In that 
stretch we intentionally 
fished for eight different 
species and landed more 
than 10. From brown trout 
and rainbows stocked in 
small impoundments, to the 
tiny brookies running the 
streams of the north shore, 
our adventures focused on 

the many cold-water op-
tions available across the 
map. Smallmouth bass, late 
to their spawning grounds 
on the Sheyenne River 
and largemouth bass that 
moved up under a warm 
surge during Memorial Day 
weekend were both a high-
light of our adventures. Add 
in a rogue muskie, a limit of 
walleyes and umpteen doz-
en crappies and bluegills 
on the fly-rod in the warm-
ing shallows and each day 
of the trip was memorable 
due simply to the variety of 
fish we could angle for. That 
trend continued in the trun-
cated summer with some 
wild walleye fishing, plenti-
ful panfish and bass outings 
that rubbed my thumb raw 
from the sheer number of 
boatside landings. This ar-
ray of angling options will 
continue to fill each block on 
the calendar with the oppor-
tunities for new experiences 
and ultimately additional 
knowledge in the realm of 
all things finned in the com-
ing year. 

Hot and Cold 
 Fall was a whipsaw of 
weather, with it sometimes 
packaged all into one day. 
On Labor Day morning, the 
date of my first successful 
salmon trip over the deep 
waters of Lake Sakakawea, 
a thick fog and chilly fifty 
degree start gave way to 
two silver fish and the sud-
den exposure of the sun and 
a heatwave which melted 
the jacket and sweatshirt 

off my shoulders, leaving a 
sweaty plain white tee for 
the cruise back to the boat 
launch. Under morning 
temperatures in the mid-70s, 
I called a September hunt 
early and sat next to my 
panting dog who inspect-
ed our take of the season’s 
first sharp-tailed grouse. 
Just a couple of days after 
that, we stomped through 
snow to pick up three more. 
When things were expected 
to be cold, it was often the 
opposite, as a temperate 
deer firearms season led 
to comfortable hillside sits 
and ease of access to far off 
hunting locations. The con-
ditions faced make each day 
different: challenging, en-
joyable, and sometimes re-
quiring adaptation in tactics 
from one sunset to another 
and even just hour-to-hour, 
adding to the memories of 
things overcome and pro-
viding insight as to how to 
change it up to meet those 
challenges in the future. 

Ups and Downs
 From the elation of a suc-
cessful deer hunt, to the 
struggles of a stretch of bad 
shooting in the bitter cold 
for pheasants, to borrow 
from Homer Simpson, the 
dizzying highs, rock bottom 
lows and creamy middles 
(mostly from the snacks I 
pack for my fishing trips) 
also define days in the out-
doors. There is no rush like 
a deer at close range, and 
I can count on two hands 
the times where an animal 

wandered right up to my 
position this season. I can 
also count on those hands, 
and probably both feet, the 
number of pointed birds, 
close flushing birds, or 
“c’mon that was a gimme 
bird” that safely sailed off 
toward the horizon. While 
there were no real “oh no” 
moments of the one that got 
away on the water this year, 
I can recall a briefly hooked 
steelhead that snapped the 
leader of my five-weight, 
and made me feel vastly un-
derprepared for what we’d 
find running in the waters 
of northeastern Minneso-
ta’s Baptism River in the 
conditions stalled by the 
late spring. The highlights, 
the lowlights and those mo-
ments where the sun simply 
moves overhead, the water 
rolls downstream, the squir-
rels ferret out their stash 
and dawn becomes dusk all 
make each day outdoors im-
portant in terms of learning, 
growing, experiencing and 
ultimately, living. 
 As this year closes and 
a brand new one rolls out 
before us, take every oppor-
tunity and seize each day. 
Whether it means switch-
ing species from outing to 
outing, battening down the 
hatches and then besting the 
worst of what nature can 
throw at you and remem-
bering it all – from the bril-
liant successes to the most 
bonehead failures – in order 
to learn and grow, one day 
at a time… in our outdoors.

Happy Old Year. The author reflects on exciting days in the outdoors and all the seasons had to offer.  Simonson Image.

 To help North Dakota hunters prepare for hunting 
seasons in 2020, the North Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment annually provides its best estimate for open-
ing dates for the coming year. Dates become official 
when approved by governor’s proclamation.  
 Tentative opening dates for 2020 include:
 • Spring Turkey: April 11
 • Dove: Sept. 1
 • Bow Deer, Pronghorn: Sept. 4
 • Mountain Lion: Sept. 4 
 • Sharptail, Hun, Ruffed Grouse, Squirrel: Sept. 12
 • Youth Deer: Sept. 18
 • Youth Waterfowl: Sept. 19
 • Early Resident Waterfowl:  Sept. 26
 • Pronghorn Gun: Oct. 2
 • Waterfowl, Youth Pheasant:  Oct. 3
 • Pheasant, Fall Turkey: Oct. 10
 • Mink, Muskrat, Weasel Trapping: Oct. 24
 • Deer Gun: Nov. 6
 • Deer Muzzleloader: Nov. 27

HELP WANTED
THE NORTH DAKOTA 
NEWSPAPER ASSOCIA-
TION is accepting appli-
cations for the position of 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.  
Candidates must embrace 
challenges, progress, team-
work and change. Newspa-
per/journalism background 
preferred. Responsibilities 
include overall associa-
tion management, member 
contact and development, 
legislative/lobbying work, 
management of newspaper 
content sharing and adver-
tising placement programs, 
personnel management for 
a staff of 5, and working 
with a board of directors/
member committee struc-
ture. Competitive salary 
and benefits package. Ap-
plication deadline is Jan. 31, 
2020. Anticipated start date 
is May, 2020.  Send letter, 
resume and salary require-
ments to:  NDNA Search 
Committee, 1435 Interstate 
Loop, Bismarck, ND  58503-
0567, or newsmonitor@
wahpetondailynews.com.
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
opening at May-Port CG 
School (August 2020). Send 
cover letter, resume, princi-
pal credentials to Superin-
tendent Bradner: 900 Main 
St W, Mayville, ND 58257; 
701-788-2281; Michael.
bradner@may-portcg.com. 
Deadline January 31.
NOW HIRING: FT Environ-
mental Health Practitioner 
to enforce health regula-
tions in Minot.  Bachelor’s 
Degree required.  Great 
people, competitive salary, 
excellent benefits! Applica-
tion information at www.
fdhu.org
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
ASSOCIATE. Lake Region 
State College – Devils Lake, 
ND. This is a 12-month po-
sition with full benefits, in-
cluding paid family health 
insurance. Duties include 
collecting and maintain-
ing accounts receivable for 
LRSC accounts, working 
with collaborative student 
accounts and billing for both 
student and third-party ac-
counts.  This is a frontline 
position with daily cashier 
duties.  Must be responsi-
ble, proficient in word pro-

cessing and spreadsheet 
software, knowledge of 
standard office machines, 
and strong customer service 
skills.  Minimum qualifica-
tions are an Associate De-
gree or equivalent knowl-
edge and experience.  Go to 
lrsc.edu for more informa-
tion.
FINLEY MOTORS IN Fin-
ley and Mayville are look-
ing for highly motivated 
technicians for car/light 
truck automotive repair.  
Full benefits, pay depends 
on experience.  Send re-
sume to karl@finleymotors.
com or Finley Motors, Attn. 
Karl Christian, PO Box 175, 
Finley, ND 58230.
FARMERS UNION OIL in 
Portland is looking for a 
full-time truck driver in the 
propane department. CDL 
required, hazmat and CETP 
training preferred. Full sin-
gle benefits, paid vacation 
and 401k. Pick-up applica-
tion at Portland station or 
call 701-788-3760.
LOOKING FOR THE most 
complete listing of ND Me-
dia? Get 2019 ND Media 
Guide for Only $25! Call 
701-223-6397, ND Newspa-
per Association.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
OVER $10K IN Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 months. 
No upfront fees to enroll. 
A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief, 701-936-8487.
EDUCATION /TRAINING
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 
701-929-9679. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM! Train at 
home to become a Comput-
er & Help Desk Professional 
now! Call CTI for details! 
701-929-9484 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ND FARM LAND Values 
surge upward. Are you 
selling or renting? Pifer’s 
Auction and Farm Land 
Management. Bob Pifer 

701.371.8538. Kevin Pifer 
701.238.5810. Free valua-
tion.

MISCELLANEOUS  
FOR SALE 

ANYONE CAN RUN 
STATEWIDE with HELP 
WANTED ads in all ND 
papers with NorthSCAN! 
$160 /25 words / 89 papers. 
Contact your newspaper or 
NDNA, 701-223-6397.

AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 
701-809-7415.

HEALTH/MEDICAL
OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE IS 
HERE!  Now is the time to 
save for 2020.  We have the 
best rates from top compa-
nies! Call Now! 701-404-
5823.
A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million fam-
ilies find senior living. 
Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your 
unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 1-701-404-5808.
ATTENTION: OXYGEN 
USERS! Gain freedom with 
a Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store: 
701-404-5994. (24/7)

CASH SETTLEMENTS
Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You 
and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 701-
404-5389 today. Free Con-
sultation. No Risk.

MISCELLANEOUS
WE MAKE IT easy to place 
an ad in one or all 89 North 
Dakota newspapers. One 
order, one bill, one check. 
We provide the ad design 
and tear sheets. Call the 
North Dakota Newspaper 
Association, 701-223-6397.

$ 160

Our Outdoors: One Day at a Time

Tentative 2020 season opening dates

By Neecie Swart
 On Dec. 1, Tiffany 4-H 
Club went to the nurs-
ing home to help decorate 
Christmas trees for the 
Helping Hands project. Af-
ter they decorated trees, 
they had hot apple cider and 
cookies which the nursing 
home had ready for them.  
They held a short business 
meeting. Macey, Lora, and 
Chaztin Wobbema, Tillie 
and Neecie Swart, Hannah 
and Maggie Wobbema, and 
Taylin Jacobson were all at 
the meeting. Macey, the club 
president, brought the meet-
ing to order. Tillie, the club 
secretary, read the minutes 

from the previous meeting. 
The club listened to the trea-
surer’s report. They talked 
about things they needed to 
do at the bank. The group 
also talked about the up-
coming Christmas Party.  
 Then, on Dec. 11, Tiffany 
4-H Club had their Christ-
mas Party at the Brown 
Memorial. At the party, the 
group played a dice-roll gift 
exchange game. Some kids 
played basketball and shuf-
fleboard, roller skated and 
other fun things. They also 
had pizza, juice and dessert. 
They all seemed to have lots 
of fun, and the party ended 
around 7 p.m.

Tiffany 4-H Club Report
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